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I see the therapeutic benefits of working with the arts for 
students and exhibiting work gives them motivation and high 
self-concept seeing their work in a professional context... I 
predict participating in the SALA Festival will create a life-long 
positive memory.
 
- Teacher, Bowden Brompton Community School



WHAT  IS  SALA  

FESTIVAL?

Established in 1998, the South Australian Living 
Artists (SALA) Festival is the largest open access 
visual arts festival in Australia. For the entire month 
of August, audiences are able to explore, engage 
with and discover the work of South Australian 
artists in a diverse range of spaces across the CBD, 
suburbs and regions. Everywhere from cafes and 
restaurants to community and retail spaces are 
turned into 'pop up' galleries.
 
Last year more than 9,000 artists of all ages 
and backgrounds participated in more than 
700 exhibitions and events across South 
Australia. Participants ranged from 
professional practitioners to emerging and 
amateur artists and included everyone from 
kindergartens to aged care facilities. 

SALA Festival is an opportune time to explore 
the curriculum through visual arts. The 
statewide focus on visual arts during August 
enables schools to exhibit their work as part 
of the wider visual arts community. Through 
hosting an exhibition students are able to 
learn about different facets of visual arts and 
explore creative career opportunities.
 
Exhibiting with SALA may be an opportunity to 
learn a new skill, undertake an ambitious 
installation or engage with a South Australian 
artist to run a workshop with your class. The 
exhibition can engage other areas of the 
curriculum such as literacy through writing 
artist statements or mathematics to calculate 
commission percentages.
 
We recommend creating a theme for your 
exhibition. This theme could relate to another 
subject such as geography, history or science 
or perhaps explores a particular technique in 
depth. 
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WHY  

PARTICIPATE?

Make sure to subscribe to our e-news 
and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for all our deadline 
reminders, upcoming information 
sessions and other helpful information. 

DON'T MISS OUT 

SALA’s education partner Credit Union SA 
is offering a full rebate for all schools 
participating in the 2019 SALA festival. By 
participating in the festival your school's 
exhibition will also be automatically in the 
running for the Credit Union SA School 
Awards.



VENUES  

When considering which venue you would  
like to exhibit in, firstly think about the 
audience you are looking to attract and 
the desired outcomes of the exhibition. Is 
the exhibition just for school students and 
their families or are you looking to engage 
with the broader community? Is this an 
opportunity for students to show their 
work or is this exhibition also going to be 
used as a fundraiser for the school?
 
If you want this to be an exhibition for the 
school community consider hosting it 
within the campus where it can be seen 
during high traffic times, such as pick up 
and drop off periods. If it is a fundraiser 
do you want to have an opening night? If 
so is that something you can do on 
campus? Remember that to be eligible for 
the SALA Program the exhibition must be 
open to the public at least once during 
August. 
 
If you are looking to host an exhibition 
off-site perhaps consider council offices 
or community centres. These venues are 
often eager to work with school 
communities. Local cafes and 
child-friendly spaces are also good to 
approach; a student exhibition will 
brighten their venue and the foot traffic is 
good for business. 
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AWARDS

Established in 2018 the Credit Union SA School 
Awards aim to encourage South Australian 
schools to participate in the annual SALA 
Festival during August.
 
Prizes are awarded for best primary school 
exhibition, best secondary school exhibition 
and runners-up in both categories.
 
A prize of $2,500 per school category and an 
additional $1,000 award for runners-up in 
each category are awarded. Schools registered 
for SALA Festival 2019 automatically qualify for 
the awards.
 
The awards will be judged during SALA Festival 
and the winners will be announced at a special 
schools ceremony in September 2019.

2018 WINNERS:
 
Primary School Award:
Joint Winners:  Woodside Primary
                        Plastic Oceans 
 
                          St Brigid’s School
                          Identity Explorers
 
Runner Up:       Elizabeth Grove
                          Primary School            
Square -eyed    Square-eyed
 
Secondary School Award:
Winner:             South Coast collective of      
                          schools including 
                          Encounter Lutheran College,  
                          Investigator College & 
                          Victor Harbor High School           
                          SALA School Art Show
 
Joint Runners-Up:  
                          Bowden Brompton                           
Community S    Community School 
                          Work Hard Dream Big
                              
                          St John’s Grammar School      
C                        Current Practice
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How amazing to have been joint winner of the inaugural 
Credit Union SA Primary Schools Art Prize! ...From this 
experience our students can see that their learning has 
meaning that resonates beyond the school. Being 
acknowledged for their efforts by Credit Union SA ... opens a 
creative world of possibilities to those students who are 
passionate about their art and can see it validated.
 
- Teacher, Woodside Primary School



AGREEMENTS

If you are choosing to host an exhibition outside of the 
school it may be necessary to write an agreement for 
yourself and the venue. Once you’ve registered your 
exhibition it is important that the school organiser and 
venue keep in regular contact with each other to 
ensure you’re on the same page. Make sure you 
document all communications in case a dispute arises 
down the track. The most common dispute is over 
who is paying for various elements of the exhibition 
such as installation costs and opening night expenses.  
 
You can download an agreement template from 
the Artist and Venue Support Materials page of our 
website.
 
 

Clear installation and removal dates
Who will install the work
Who will be responsible for selling the work
If there will be a commission on work sold
Anything that may need to be installed for the        
exhibition, i.e. hooks or picture rails
Opening hours and days of the exhibition, 
and if there will be an opening event
Who will supervise the exhibition
Who will cover the costs of installation, opening 
event, publicity materials and catering (if 
necessary). *This is the most common area of 
disagreement so it is important to confirm 
these details in writing*
Who is responsible for advertising and 
promotion
Who is responsible for completing the SALA 
exhibition Registration form. 
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What to put in your agreement:

I heard a quote the other day that “the Arts is the oxygen 
that breathes life into other areas of society” and I 
couldn’t agree more as the SALA festival breathes creative 
life into our State throughout the month of August. It is a 
privilege to be a part of this energy.
 
-Teacher, St John’s Grammar School



P A G E  0 6

PRE-

REGISTRATION  

CHECK  LIST  

Once you have confirmed your venue you 
will need to register your exhibition with 
SALA Festival by filling in a registration 
form. Registration forms can be found on 
the SALA Festival website.
 
Use the check list below to see if you have 
all the information ready to fill out the 
registration form. 
 
If you would like to make use of the 
education subsidy offered by 
Credit Union SA select the 'Schools 
(Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary)' 
category and 'pay with invoice' as your 
payment method.
 
Registrations open 1 March.  

S A L A  F E S T I V A L

Registration

� A venue consulted with and confirmed.
 
� Know the medium/s included in your 
exhibition (e.g. painting, sculpture, 
photography)
 
� The dates and times the exhibition will run. A 
minimum of one date needs to fall within the 
SALA Festival period, 1-31 August.
 
� The exhibition title and a 25 word description. 
 
� Know whether you are hosting an opening  
event and the date and time (optional)
 
� Have 2 jpeg images ready to upload, saved to 
your computer or external hard drive. These 
images will appear on your event listing in the 
online program. (Images can be of previous 
work or work in progress but not logos.)
 

� The venue name, address and telephone 
number and an email address for your venue 
contact person
 
� The metropolitan or regional council area of 
the venue
 
� Know whether the venue is wheelchair 
accessible
 
� An address for the poster, program and 
venue stickers to be delivered (PO boxes not 
accepted)
 
� A primary contact email address for all 
registration correspondence.
 
� Know if there will be any work for sale at 
your exhibition



INSTALLATION

From the outset both the school organiser and 
venue need to establish who will be responsible 
for installing the artwork. Assess where in the 
venue it can be placed and what method of 
installation is suitable to the venue; are there 
existing picture rails or plinths, can the walls be 
drilled into etc. If presenting the exhibition in a 
school think about pin boards, fences and 
portable walls as sites for the exhibition. 
Installation can be a lengthy process so make sure 
you allow adequate time and that it doesn’t 
compete with normal trade of the business.
 
Once the work is installed create a floor sheet for 
visitors detailing the students name, title of 
work, medium and price if for sale. Make sure it 
correlates to a numbering system or is laid out in 
an easy to understand system such as clockwise 
from entrance. 
 
Creating a floor sheet is a good place to get 
students involved. Younger year levels can learn 
how to measure and title works while older 
students might focus on formatting and layout. 
 
If works are for sale state on the floor sheet 
whether the venue or school should be contacted 
for sales; this should be discussed between both 
parties before the exhibition opens. 
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OPENING  

EVENT   

If you decide to hold an opening event 
think about who will be responsible for 
catering, staffing and invites. Have plenty of 
copies of your floor sheet and decide who 
is managing sales (if applicable). Have a 
clear intention of the audience you are 
inviting and whether it is the school 
community or open to the public. Please 
note if your opening event is invite only do 
not include those details in your SALA 
registration form. 
 
Consider inviting a speaker to open 
your exhibition; think of someone 
relevant to the artwork or venue and 
include their name on the invite once 
confirmed. Some schools have hosted 
bake sales during their opening event to 
raise funds for either their school or a 
particular cause. Others have asked the 
school band to perform to create a 
sense of atmosphere.

It is important to think about your audience 
and the opening hours of your exhibition 
before submitting your registration. If you 
would like the school community to see 
your exhibition perhaps think about areas 
that will be open during high traffic times 
such as pick up and drop off.
 
If you are having your exhibition outside 
of the school campus determine 
whether the venue has their own staff or 
if you will need to provide volunteers to 
sit the exhibition. If people other than 
the organisers are sitting the exhibition 
ensure there are copies of the floor 
sheet available and that staff have been 
briefed about the artwork and sales.
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MANAGING  THE  

EXHIBITION



MARKETING  

SALA Festival provides the following marketing tools 
for your exhibition:
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A listing in the official SALA 
Program with 250 000+ state 
wide distribution.
A listing on the SALA Festival 
website and app, including 
images.
Copies of the program, SALA 
posters and venue sticker.
Opportunity to purchase 
additional advertising.

Due to the number of registrations that SALA 
receives we market the Festival as a whole.
 
You might like to consider
promoting your exhibition further with:

Flyers, posters or postcards to distribute 
around your local area – students could 
make these to give them a greater sense of 
ownership of the exhibition. 
School Newsletter
School Website
Word of Mouth
Notice boards
Social media

You are certainly welcome to seek wider publicity for 
your exhibition through radio and print media. In 2018 
the Playford City Council in conjunction with the 
Elizabeth Grove Primary School did an excellent job of 
this. They fed information about their exhibition 
'Square-eyed' to their local council newsletter and from 
there were picked up by bigger media outlets.
 
Using the SALA Festival logo can strengthen your 
association with the Festival. It can be downloaded from 
the website on our Artists and Venues Support Materials 
page.
 
If you would like more information on getting media and 
publicity for your exhibition please contact SALA Festival.



NOTES
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